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We	last	chin-stroked	our	way	through	reviewing	TomTom's	sat	nav	app	in	December	2014,	finding	it	a	fine	app,	if	maybe	too	expensive	compared	to	its	free	–	and	mostly	pretty	sturdy	–	rivals.That	was	on	iOS,	but	now,	just	a	few	months	later,	TomTom	have	double-upped	the	ante,	with	an	updated	Android-only	(for	now)	app	and	a	new	and	interesting
pricing	plan.	So	for	once,	your	iPhone-packing	chums	can	look	over	your	shoulder	enviously.	Well,	slightly	enviously;	it's	only	a	sat	nav.A	new	way	of	navigatingAlthough	much	about	TomTom	Go	Mobile	for	Android	is	exactly	as	you'd	expect,	there's	something	new	here:	the	pricing.Now	pay	attention,	class.	You	get	50	free	miles	of	navigation	including
TomTom	Traffic	and	speed	camera	alerts	every	month,	for	free.	So	for	a	lot	of	users	it'll	be	completely	free.	Although	equally,	of	course,	many	users	will	will	find	it's	not.After	your	50	miles	is	up,	you	have	the	option	of	taking	out	a	one-year	or	three-year	subscription	to	navigation,	Traffic	and	speed	camera	updates	–	it's	£14.99	for	1	year	or	£34.99	for
three	years.For	most	users,	that	will	be	considerably	cheaper	than	the	current	app	with	Traffic	and	speed	camera	data.	If	you	didn't	use	those	services	then	it's	still	cheaper	for	the	first	two	years	and	then,	well,	it's	not.If	you're	a	payment	refusenik,	you	will	still	be	able	to	use	the	app	to	browse	the	map,	see	traffic	on	the	map,	search	for	POIs	and	even
plan	routes,	but	you	won't	get	turn-by-turn	instructions	until	the	month	is	up	and	you	get	another	50	miles	of	free	navigation.	It's	a	freemium	app,	in	short.Oh,	and	if	you	have	the	previous	Android	app,	you	can	upgrade	to	this	for	50p	–	the	minimum	charge	on	the	Google	Play	Store	for	an	in-app	purchase	–	inclusive	of	a	three-year	sub.	Again,	a	decent
deal.FeaturesYou'll	find	this	in	the	Play	store	as	"TomTom	UK	&	Ireland"	which	is	a	misnomer	as	the	app	offers	maps	from	all	around	the	world,	111	in	total	–	all	your	smartphone	(and	international	data	roaming	contract)	can	eat,	with	speed	camera	support	for	the	most	popular	40.As	the	map	is	downloaded	to	your	phone,	you	can	route	for	free	before
setting	off.	There's	the	expected	address	search	via	address,	point	of	interest	or	plucked	from	contacts.	You	can	even	add	an	address	to	a	phone	contact	direct	from	the	app,	which	is	handy.Also	very	slick	is	a	"contacts	map"	which	shows	all	your	contacts	on	one	map:	you	then	pinch	zoom	in	to	the	pal	you	want	to	visit,	and	then	set	off.	Any	destination
can	be	added	to	favourite	routes	with	a	poke.	If	only	standalone	satnavs	made	this	so	easy.Route	planning	can	be	tweaked	via	fastest,	shortest,	most	eco-friendly,	motorway	avoiding	and	walking	and	cycling	routes,	with	toll	roads,	carpool	lanes,	ferries	and	–	randomly	–	unpaved	roads	avoided.	As	it's	an	app,	tinkering	to	imprisonable	levels	of	OCD	is
encouraged,	if	you're	that	person."Serena"	is	your	default	navigator,	but	there's	a	selection	of	English,	Aussie,	American,	Irish,	Indian	and	New	Zealand	accents	just	a	free	download	away.Load	up	your	app	and	you're	asked	to	download	your	map	of	choice.	The	UK	map	is	886Mb,	so	takes	a	minute	or	two	to	download	over	a	wifi	connection.	Then	plug
a	menu	button	and	there's	a	nice,	transparent	UI	overlaid	over	your	current	whereabouts.PerformanceBefore	you	start,	if	you're	attached	to	a	network,	your	map	flashes	up	real	time,	at-a-glance	traffic	information,	including	delays,	so	you	can	avoid	any	red	bits.	This	is	enormously	helpful	as	you	can	pre-plan	your	route	based	on	live	traffic
information.	And	a	nice	touch	is	the	option	to	go	straight	to	favourites	from	the	boot	screen.As	it's	a	smartphone	app,	you	can	choose	between	portrait	and	landscape	mode,	although	landscape	mode	adds	a	handy	"route	bar"	that	lists	traffic	incidents,	speed	cameras	or	petrol	stations	further	ahead	on	your	route	on	a	y-axis	that's	scrollable.Once	you're
on	the	road,	you'll	find	that	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen	there's	a	continual	reminder	of	how	many	miles	you've	got	left,	next	to	a	huge	"Upgrade"	button.	The	maps	are	clear,	concise	and	still	pretty	much	best-in-class,	with	a	calming,	default	robot	lady	easing	you	to	your	destination	with	well	judged	directions.TomTom's	class	is	often	evident	on	Go
Mobile	for	Android.	The	map	zooms	in	to	show	your	next	turn,	motorway	exits	and	correct	filter	lanes	are	previewed	and	it's	eternally	nice	to	see	you	breezing	past	contacts	on	your	map,	if	you're	nearby.All	told,	it's	the	usual	classy	TomTom	app	experience,	with	the	usual	caveat	that	a	dedicated	GPS	is	generally	better	at	receiving	the	necessary
signal	and	so	less	likely	to	get	you	lost	in	town.VerdictTomTom	seems	to	have	talked	itself	into	an	interesting	corner	with	its	innovative	pricing	structure.	Regular	sat	nav	users	who,	for	whatever	reason,	don't	have	a	standalone	device	may	be	prepared	to	pay	a	small	amount	every	three	years.	Casual	users,	by	their	nature,	will	generally	get	it	for	free.
So	that's	fine.But	what	about	casual	users	who	make	the	the	odd	longer	journey	–	the	kind	where	Google	maps	or	a	free	sat	nav	app	isn't	sufficient?	These,	of	course,	will	hoover	up	your	50	free	miles	alarmingly	quickly,	and	then	you	have	to	buy	a	one-year	sub.	Why	isn't	there	a	monthly	option?On	the	other	hand,	a	fee	just	shy	of	15	quid	may	be	low
enough	not	to	alienate	that	type	of	potential	buyer.	We'll	see…We	likeIt's	a	real	boon	that	traffic	alerts,	which	usually	cost	extra,	are	included,	and	the	overall	experience	of	using	the	TomTom	Go	Mobile	for	Android	is	good,	apart	from	the	effort	it	takes	to	write	out	its	unwieldy	full	name.	We're	not	sure	why	the	graphics	have	got	more	cartoon-y	on	this



version	of	the	app,	but	it's	not	off-putting	as	such.We	dislikeIt	feels	like	this	is	crying	out	for	is	a	monthly	purchase	option	for	a	pound	or	two,	for	when	50	miles	isn't	enough.	We're	sure	TomTom's	done	its	research,	but	it	seems	to	us	that	would	be	the	real	sweet	spot	for	this	app.VerdictThis	is	the	best	GPS	navigation	app	on	Android.	Even	if	the
pricing	is	a	bit	baffling,	we	recommend	it	if	you're	an	Android-toting	fan	of	apps	over	standalone	sat	navs.TODAY'S	BEST	DEALS	In	this	week's	roundup	we	take	a	look	at	Google's	new	technology	--	Native	Client,	its	Android	phone,	news	from	the	world	of	web	browsers	and	more.	In	news	this	week,	Google	uncovered	its	plans	to	introduce	a	new
technology	called	Native	Client	to	allow	web	applications	to	access	a	users’	CPU.	The	company	also	announced	that	it	is	joining	forces	with	Salesforce.com	to	integrate	App	Engine	with	Force.com.	Developers	can	now	get	their	hands	on	an	Android	phone	from	Google	too.	Over	in	the	world	of	web	browsers,	Chrome	is	about	to	exit	the	beta	stage.	IE7
users	are	being	warned	of	a	new	zero-day	exploit,	unintentionally	made	public	by	Chinese	security	researchers.	A	new	web	workers	feature,	which	is	a	part	of	the	HTML	5	specification,	was	introduced	in	the	latest	Firefox	3.1	beta	2	and	allows	browsers	to	process	scripts	in	the	background.	From	the	blogs	this	week,	Brendon	Chase	explored	the
possibility	of	webcams	being	the	next	input	device	and	I	looked	at	the	new	W3C	mobileOK	tool	that	has	been	released.	In	videos	we	showed	five	services	to	turn	off	in	Windows	Server	2003	and	the	worst	predictions	of	2008.	In	this	handy	tutorial,	Chris	Duckett	shows	you	how	to	get	started	with	Firefox	extensions.	–Posted	by	Lana	Kovacevic	By
Gwendolen	Akard	i	cellphone	image	by	Balogh	Eniko	from	Fotolia.com	T-Mobile	has	many	account	features	available	online,	but	when	the	account	is	locked	you	can	no	longer	access	them.	If	you	pay	your	bill	online,	this	can	mean	your	payment	might	be	late.	It	is	important	to	unlock	your	T-Mobile	account	after	T-Mobile	notifies	you	that	it	is	locked,	so
you	can	see	your	usage,	change	any	settings	and	pay	for	your	service.	Call	T-Mobile	customer	service	by	dialing	611	from	your	T-Mobile	phone,	or	877-453-1304	from	any	other	phone.	Ask	to	speak	with	a	representative,	or	follow	the	menu	instructions	until	you	can	speak	with	one.	Tell	them	your	account	is	locked	and	that	you	wish	to	unlock	it.	Verify
your	identity	when	they	ask	for	the	last	four	digits	of	the	primary	account	holder's	Social	Security	number.	If	you	are	not	the	primary	account	holder,	have	the	person	who	is	speak	to	the	representative.	Wait	for	them	to	unlock	your	account.	This	should	not	take	long.	Verify	that	you	can	log	into	your	online	account	before	hanging	up	the	phone.	We’ve
all	suffered	creative	block,	where	you	just	can’t	work	out	how	to	move	forward	on	a	project.	The	normal	course	of	action	is	to	take	a	break:	go	for	a	walk,	take	the	car	out	for	a	spin,	phone	your	parents,	watch	an	episode	or	10	of	Game	of	Thrones…	then	come	back	to	the	task	later	with	a	refreshed	mind	and	new	sense	of	energy.		Sometimes,	though,
that	doesn’t	work.	Sometimes	it’s	not	just	a	question	of	giving	your	brain	a	rest,	but	finding	new	ways	to	get	those	creative	muscles	pumping	again;	like	switching	machines	at	the	gym.	These	8	quirky	apps	offer	a	way	to	do	just	that.	We’d	love	to	hear	if	you’ve	used	any	of	them	yourself,	and	what	you	think	of	them:	please	let	us	know	in	the	comments
below!01.	Google	Sprayscape	(opens	in	new	tab)Create	trippy	VR	photos	with	Google	Sprayscape	Dubbed	a	“perfectly	imperfect	VR-ish	camera	app”,	Google	Sprayscape	is	an	exciting	new	method	of	visual	experimentation,	and	a	great	way	to	flex	your	creative	muscles	in	new	and	unexpected	ways.		The	free	app	uses	your	phone’s	gyroscope	to	take
pictures	on	the	inside	of	a	360-degree	sphere.	Just	point	your	phone	and	tap	the	screen	to	spray	what	Google	calls	“digital	paint”	in	any	direction	you	want.	There’s	nothing	by	the	way	of	instructions,	but	it’s	all	pretty	intuitive.Google	Sprayscape	will	often	result	in	a	blurry,	incoherent	mess,	resembling	a	nightmare	LSD	trip	in	360	degrees.	But	like
most	of	the	apps	in	this	list,	it’s	less	about	the	end	result	than	it	is	about	the	process,	which	is	like	throwing	bursts	of	reality	across	a	canvas	as	if	it	were	paint.	And	yes,	that’s	as	fun	as	it	sounds.		02.	Tilt	Brush	(opens	in	new	tab)VR	painting	art	created	by	artist	Drew	Skillman	using	Tilt	Brush	Another	Google	app,	Tilt	Brush	offers	a	way	to	intuitively
create	art	in	a	VR	environment,	this	time	using	HTC's	Vive	headset	and	hand	controllers.	As	the	company	explains,	“Tilt	Brush	lets	you	paint	in	3D	space	with	virtual	reality.	Your	room	is	your	canvas.	Your	palette	is	your	imagination.	The	possibilities	are	endless.”	In	short,	Tilt	Brush	offers	a	great	way	to	experimenting	with	your	creativity	and	just	see
where	it	takes	you.	It’s	available	on	Steam	(opens	in	new	tab)	for	£22.99,	and	you	can	read	more	about	how	the	app	works	here	(opens	in	new	tab).03.	OKDOTHIS	(opens	in	new	tab)Get	new	ideas	for	your	photography	from	this	community-driven	app	Taking	pictures	with	your	smartphone	camera	when	you’re	out	and	about	can	be	a	great	way	to
gather	fresh	creative	inspiration.	But	it’s	very	easy	to	fall	into	the	habit	of	photographing	the	same	kind	of	things	over	and	over	again.	OKDOTHIS	harnesses	the	power	of	its	social	community	to	get	you	out	of	that	rut,	by	providing	a	‘DO’;	a	specific	idea	of	what	subject	to	shoot	and	what	mood,	topic,	theme	or	attribute	to	highlight.9	scarily	effective
horror	novel	covers	(opens	in	new	tab)Examples	of	thought-provoking	DOs	include:	‘Doors	that	you	wish	could	talk’;	‘Epitomize	a	city	in	one	photograph’;	‘Capture	a	part	of	your	life	that	isn't	glamorous...	but	make	it	look	glamorous’	and	‘Photograph	a	reflection	and	share	it	upside	down’.	It’s	a	great	way	to	get	new	sense	of	visual	perspective,	and	the
app	is	completely	free.04.	Art-Droid	(opens	in	new	tab)Get	a	burst	of	creative	inspiration	from	the	work	of	famous	artists	What	better	way	to	unlock	your	creative	energies	than	visiting	an	art	gallery	and	being	inspired	by	the	great	artists	of	the	past?	Unfortunately,	most	of	us	don’t	live	a	stone’s	throw	from	MoMA	or	the	Tate,	but	here’s	an	Android	app
that	can	provide	the	next	best	thing.	Art-droid	by	by	IlitSoftware	gives	you	access	to	one	of	the	largest	collections	of	fine	art	available	online,	with	content	provided	by	Wikiart.org.	A	great	way	to	browse	thousands	of	famous	artworks	for	free.05.	Idea	Card	(opens	in	new	tab)Idea	Card	gives	you	60	prompts	to	help	you	generate	new	ideas	Idea	Card
aims	to	help	you	generate	new	and	creative	ideas,	quickly	and	easily,	via	a	series	of	60	inspirational	flashcards.	Shake	your	phone	and	a	random	card	appears	to	jolt	your	thinking	and	provide	a	new	perspective.	The	concepts	themselves	are	not	revolutionary,	but	they	all	come	with	accompanying	text	aimed	at	really	getting	you	to	think	outside	the
box.	All	in	all,	it’s	a	simple	idea	but	well	executed	and	certainly	worth	giving	a	go,	especially	considering	that	it’s	free.	If	it	doesn’t	work	for	you,	we’d	also	suggest	trying	the	browser-based	app	75	Tools	(opens	in	new	tab).06.	Impossible	Draw	(opens	in	new	tab)Power	up	your	creative	brain	by	playing	this	cool	drawing	game	Another	great	way	to
power	up	your	creative	brain	is	to	playing	a	drawing	game,	and	Impossible	Draw	is	one	of	our	firm	favourites.	An	addictive	game	that	will	keep	you	drawing	for	hours,	it’s	set	in	a	futuristic	3D	world	where	you	have	to	draw	a	series	of	symbols	accurately	in	order	to	travel	through	an	ever-expanding	space.	You	can	customize	your	trips	with	various
game	modes,	special	effects	and	soundtracks	to	make	every	trip	a	unique	drawing	experience.	There	are	in-app	purchases	on	offer,	but	the	free	version	kept	us	occupied	happily	for	hours.07.	Blek	(opens	in	new	tab)Let	your	imagination	roam	free	with	this	touch-drawing	challenge	Halfway	between	a	game	and	a	doodling	experience,	Blek	is	much
easier	to	use	than	it	is	to	describe.	Described	on	the	site	as	“an	open-ended	experience	with	singular	game	mechanics	and	deep,	Bauhaus-informed	design”,	it’s	essentially	a	way	of	creating	what	looks	like	modern	art	without	realising	you’re	doing	so.	The	goal	is	to	shape	a	line	that	collects	all	coloured	circles,	avoiding	black	holes	on	its	route.	But
unlike	other	games,	it’s	not	about	learning	the	“right”	moves,	as	countless	solutions	exist;	it’s	more	about	letting	your	imagination	roam	free,	and	seeing	what	happens.	Blek	is	available	to	download	from	the	Google	Play	Store	for	£2.49.08.	Idea	Growr	(opens	in	new	tab)Capture	your	ideas	in	the	moment	with	Idea	Growr	Do	you	have	great	ideas,	but
then	forget	them	if	you	don’t	write	them	down	instantly?	This	intuitive	app	helps	you	get	down	your	ideas	quickly	and	easily,	even	when	you’re	busy	doing	other	things.	As	well	as	writing	ideas	and	notes,	you	can	upload	pictures	and	record	your	voice,	and	share	your	ideas	via	apps	like	Dropbox	and	Google	Drive.	It	may	be	a	simple	idea	but	it	all	works
seamlessly,	it’s	free	and	there	are	no	pesky	in-app	purchases.	Thank	you	for	reading	5	articles	this	month*	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessEnjoy	your	first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1	*Read	5	free	articles	per	month	without	a	subscription	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessTry	first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1
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